FERDINAND    I                           631

through the particular measure which made it so remarkable
a success. His father Cosimo had begun the conversion of this
small fishing village into an important harbour, but had not
had time to proceed far with the project; the one good work
of Francis had been the continuation of his father's plans in
this respect, but though he advanced them to some extent,
by far the greater part of the work still remained to be done
when Ferdinand came to the throne. The latter took this mat-
ter up vigorously, and it became his chief interest, harbours
were laid out and excavated, fortifications planned and thrown
up, and sound ficcal regulations made to attract commerce
to the new port. But these arrangements alone would not
have amounted to more than had often been carried out in
other cases without any startling results. To them, however,
Ferdinand added a measure which in its broad-mindedness
was entirely in advance of the ideas of his age. He published
a decree (which from Leghorn's Italian name of Livorno he
called the Lhornina) by which it was ruled that in the new
port there should be universal toleration, thus making it an
asylum of refuge for the persecuted of all religions and na-
tionalities; Protestants flying from France and Spain, Roman
Catholics flying from England, Flemings flying from Alva's
atrocities in the Netherlands, persecuted Jews from all coun-
tries, were all alike welcomed and protected at Leghorn, and
found a safe refuge there; while to the Jews Ferdinand gave
also a special charter to protect them from persecution by
Tuscans. The result of this broad-minded policy was that
Leghorn went up with a bound, and before Ferdinand's reign
of twenty-two years was ended had risen from an insignificant
fishing village into the leading commercial port of Italy after
Genoa. Montesquieu, speaking of this achievement, calls Leg-
horn "the masterpiece of the dynasty of the Medici." The
latter could, however, point to greater achievements than this
one (both before and after it), important as it was.

Ferdinand also largely increased the Tuscan navy, and the
latter, led by the knights of Santo Stefano, gained much